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sotto voce 
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eva-maria houben 

2014 

"parlando" 

"cantando" 

you search and find your sounds freely. 

play (nearly) regardless of a score. 

listening to beethoven. 



page 1 - 6: 

six-tone chords (very high register, page 1 - 3) and sounds (for 

example intervals as octave, fifth, octave with fifth, very low 

register, page 4 - 6) occur and open the space for wide and quiet 

melodies. 

there are 30 melodies, in each case introduced by a six-tone 

chord or by a low sound (15 + 15). play at least 15 melodies. 

six-tone chords (p. 1 - 3): 

strike six keys (per beat) in the two highest octaves: c
3 

- c5
• 2x- 

3x- lx (and so on) for examp]e means: you play twice the same 

six-tone chord, then you play three times another one, then once 

another one and so on. 

you can play a row of chords ("3x" or "2x" or "4") rather 

regularly, then a row of chords quite irregularly. a change from 

regular beats to rather irregular beats does not depend on the 

change of a chord-structure. 

mf - f. - right pedal down throughout. 

after the last chord wait for a moment. then, into the decaying 

sound or after the füll decay, you play the melody "parlando". 

examples (six-tone chords): 

•



9: 

the melodies (p. 1 6): 

you play in the middle register (perhaps A- Ii, or even a bit 

higher). 

right pedal down throughout. 

you begin anywhere. the notation does not indicate intervals, but 

directions, and teils you if the next pitch is higher or lower. 

the dot indicates the new level: in case you took a higher tone 

(than the tone before), this higher level is the new reference point

and the arrow tells you where to go now, upward or 

down ward. 

ct-o I 
m , � : sounds are repeated. 

follow the line and play very slowly: "innermost rubato" -  

talking to a good friend. (some sounds may be rather short, some 

sounds may be longer and even very long ... ) 

 

the melodies are very free, very calm, very soft throughout. 

at the end of the melody the last sound decays and it remains 

silent for a while. 

the sounds (p. 4 - 6) 

strike single tones or the intervals fifth or octave, or octave with 

fifth in the two lowest registers: A2 - A. strike only once. 

mf. - right pedal down throughout. 

then, into the decaying so und, you play the melody "parlando". 

, b" 
...... , 

b, 



six-tone chords (very high register): 2x - 3x 

melody: 
e. _;::, 0 • o do ao 

-.:::5iüö"""''"::~=:.~a~· ~==---""70~•~=-,or..__,,,-'7':o-....__-.... 0....---------------/:'\ 

chords: lx - 3x- lx- 2x 

melody: 
o, , --di: o , , :::::?ro , _:::, o 

5 o • o ==50:::.:.;o ~ o· • ~o •~ 
'"7 6 4 • a:::::::::t> 1 ='> 0 • 

chords: 3x - lx - 3x 

melody: 
o, ::::::zO. ,d Q 1 -d:O ===::% 0 ~ =:so ==;so ->o' -:> o •• ~o • 

ao. . _::::,o =:::,cC:l> r"'-
-;)O '-:;> o' r • J 

chords: 3x - 3x 

melody: 
9 , .......-,. Q , , , :::::::::? Q 

~o ~o ~o • --:)0 -->ö '9i(JLP'"'.::o\ 

~ 0' '7 0' ::::::?O ~ 6::JC.Jt.:)5 (':\ 

chords: 3x - 4x - lx - 2x 

melody: 
o, d 61:> .~ o, . ::::2' er::),, dQ, • -==,o, ~ o 
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six-tone chords (very high register): 4x - 2x - lx - 3x 

melody: 
O• , ,::::::ro, ,::::31!"0, , , 1 ~o -;o ~ o -::,.o ~o "":::>o.:...JL.P ~ 

~ o • --:>O = ~ o · ==?? 
0 

• ~ o · --:) o._pJ r.\ 

chords: 3x - 3x - 5x 

melody: 
S :::::::::z' 0 _.::::,,a, , , , _.:::,o, ~o. , ~ 

;)O .:::::::,.o ~o ~V 

ao :::::::'Z O -:> o rc:::'.:"l O • --;l> o · ~ o · <l 0• ~ o...._p r.\ 

chords: 4x - 4x 

melody: 
(!; • • ::::::2' 0 • ::::::1 Q, , ::::::?'Q. 9 .,.->, 
~ 6 ~ o -;:> o ---;:, o ~ o 

-?'?'2, ~"' ~ o, --;>6 ' ::::::-2 Q. ::::::::2? Q. ~ o •-:;> O f.\ 

chords: 4x - 4x - 3x 

melody: 
{),:-:::2'0 ' , ,--::::2'0, • , .~ 

-;;) o ----;So -::,» o -;,. o -:) o -.:;.d 
=7"" , ao , , :::::::z o:::::::i.c::), 

chords: 4x - lx -4x- lx - 2x 

melody: 
G, • d o ::::z"Q , , , , d<? 
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six-tone chords (very high register): 2x - lx lx 3x 

melody: 
B• , • • o, _.!),o, , • ==i?o, • o. , • o • o ~o~o ~o~ 

,dO~ 

chords: Sx - 3x 2x 3x 4x 

melody: 
9 • --:, o. , ao , , . • P • o • • , , ,,,,., 

--)o "'?o • ~o -,a. o ~ o "';:.,1,D -9,a ~o • 

,;:,,O, , dQ, , , ::1':Q, .-,. 0 , , , , • ::?P :7'.Q , • r.\ -,o -,o "'::?>o -;ö ~o ~" --;:.o ';J>O -;o ~ ~.....9 • 

chords: 2x lx - 2x -4x- lx 

melody: 
0 do, ao ,...:ro,.-!1o, • ..:::ro.~ -,o ~o -;,,,o ->" -:,,o 

chords: 3x Sx 4x lx - 3x 

melody: 
G'· • 0. ao' :::? 0. t , a Q~. • ..:,o. 

~b -;>GI <:,d "; 

')0
1

~0•~0'"?0._p f:\ 

chords: 4x -4x- lx- 3x - 5x 

melody: 
e,::?"o, • o,¾Q,:::?Q, ,::::??o,-?'o, , 

~ o;:::_::o ;> b ~ 

e ::):o~ 
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sound- interval(s) (very low register): lx 

melody: 
9 .~Q. ,,...,.::,o,;;,o, , =?/!Q • o, _ 

~o -::>o ~a ~o ~ 

~0°--:,> o" ~o· ~o'--:::>o r."\ 

sound - interval(s): lx 

melody: 
t!> _.::.,.O, 
u --:;,,o' -;,, b 

--?10 • ' ~ () , ==="' Q , 

,::::::,,a ,__;,,Q,::::::'lQ,-""/' 
-->" ~o 

:::::::'?o • a 

sound- interval(s): lx 

melody: 
t,;l , da ~o, , ::::=ta ...::,c, • , , • 

---,o ==;J,o ~ ~o ~o ~o 90 ~ 

~o ~o' -;>o -;.o ·~o ·~o·~o· -;;o• • 0 ---,o·~·='m r:\ 

sound- interval(s): lx 

melody: 
9 ...::::, o, , , .....-, o. ~o • .-,::,,o, , .~ 
?o ~o~o ~o~o 

~~ .~~ ~ 
~o -;>b ~o · 

sound- interval(s): lx 

melody: 
eC:S:::::)) • -;> 

0 
--7' Q , , :::::?l a , ~ o .::::,o ~ , 

~o ~ 
, . ....::zo ,.;po :::2".0, , .~c. 
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sound interval(s) (very low register): lx 

melody: 
{), _.:,,o, , -:::,o, ,do,-:::,o, • • 12,. 

sound - interval(s): lx 

melody: 
8 , <l O • , • a. . . • o, • ,,...--? 
~ a -,. o -->o ~ts ~a 

--::zC):> , d o::::-0~ r:'\ 

sound interval(s): lx 

melody: 
s , d o. .-::, o, , :e:::::::'t o, , ::::.z::a, d o, 

sound - interval(s): lx 

melody: 
e . a o -:, "· . a o _::,, o, ,• '1, • 

sound interval(s): lx 

melody: 
l)· c::::::??Q ->? ö, '_:::,,, Q • .~ 

~d ~b ~ö -:>ö""'.:;:'>O 

~Q,_,:::::rQ, ' t " ~o ~ o ~ o -:;::.. o t • , 
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sound interval(s) (very low register): lx 

melody: 
e , a o, ~ t2, , dc:2, 

sound- interval(s): lx 

melody: 
9 t • O ::::::? 12 J 

sound interval(s): lx 

melody: 
e -'712 , , _:::, 0 • , , • :::za , ::'.7c. 

sound - interval(s): lx 

melody: 
(!) , a " , ::::z o , a " . :::::, ". . . • o • ...:::, <-;>o <-;sc> ;)Z> 

-7C, '?D ~& <lo f:\ 

sound- interval(s): lx 

melody: 
0 _::,o, d a. '-9- ::::7'<2, , .,,,,,.,,a .~ 

"'-;§, d d ~21 "-::§ob "'-::) 25 

_.70, d o, • d o • ....-?' o ,;:::, o de ....::Zo. r'\. 
~o ~o ~o 50 '·' 
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the end: 

a row of chords with a specific structure: 

the middle register: G -g3
• 

the right pedal on each chord. 

mp. 

each chord a whole note -tempo: ) = 34-40 MM. 

rubato. 

pJay for quite a lang time. 

, <ff± (A "'o( So 

b +-
- • 
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• 
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