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The Priory Church of St Bartholomew the Great is a medieval church in Smithfield within 

the City of London. The building was founded as an Augustinian priory in 1123. It adjoins St 

Bartholomew's Hospital of the same foundation. 

St Bartholomew the Great is named to distinguish it from the smaller church of St 

Bartholomew the Less, founded at the same time as a chapel of ease. The two parish 

churches were reunited in 2012. Today services are taking place in both buildings throughout 

the week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

finding layers of nine centuries, one layer covering the next one… 

finding almost forgotten hymns, at first glance forgotten, but still present… 

finding inaudible prayers murmured in anger and fear… 

finding holy incense for holy days… 

finding light and shadows, pleasures, and pains… 

finding… 

finding… 

finding… 

finding… 

finding… 

finding… 

finding… 

(november 2025) 

 

 

 

 

 



 

organ 

sustaining (and releasing) tones of the chord in the given octave. 

very high tones are not on the keyboard: take 4’ and 2’ stops. 

- any overlaps 

- any duration of a single tone 

the sounding chord might appear always incomplete, but all tones should appear at least once. 

maybe using weights and gum wedges to fix the keys. 

 

 

 

piano 

right pedal down throughout. 

listening to the phrase which will be emerging. listening to the harmony which will be 
developing while sounds overlap each other and melt.  

coming to a halt anywhere, anytime. listening to the resonances and reverberations. 

continuing anytime. 

 

a fermata can be even very short, maybe going on after a short halt of hesitation, can as well 
be very long, maybe lasting until the full decay of the sounds (and even longer). any durations 
for each fermata between these extreme degrees. 

 

 

 

 

organ and piano play simultaneously. maybe the organ opens the space, and the piano enters. 
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