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John of the Cross compares God to “wondrous islands” (The Spiritual Canticle).

In Olivier Messiaen's opera Saint Francois d'Assise, Francis dreams of these “‘wondrous
islands” and hears four birds singing. The song of the fourth exotic bird is astonishing.

Brother Masseo asks: “And this one, who is mistaken? He descends the scale before
ascending!”

Francis responds: “That is our brother Gammier [gamme = the scale]. We too will ascend the
heavenly ladders after the resurrection, and it will seem as if we were descending them..."

The Little Bird Concert begins.



three whole notes (with tie): one stair step.

moving onwards calmly, but steadily; slow enough to place three (sometimes two) notes on
the second whole note without haste and hurry.

playing those three (or two) notes regularly: the three notes as a triplet.

the “ossia” systems are proposals for how one might realize the ever-ascending bottom line.

the players may decide for themselves if they prefer to play on a manual keyboard or on the
pedal keys. the end of the piece is of course played on a manual keyboard with 2’.
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